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National Planning Policy Framework & Our Beautiful Countryside 
Please help protect our beautiful countryside by asking your MP to say no to growth at 

any cost.  

You can also write direct to Alan Scott, NPPF consultation team, Department for 

Communities and Local Government, Zone 1/H6, Eland House, Bressenden Place  

London SW1E 5DU –  

See http://e-activist.com/ea-

action/action?ea.client.id=21&ea.campaign.id=11939&ea.tracking.id=cpre-web 

The Government has published a highly sensitive draft National Planning Policy 

Framework for public consultation. This represents the biggest shake-up of planning for 

over 50 years and CPRE believes it will place the countryside under increasing threat. 

Many elements of the Framework are deeply worrying. In particular, Ministers have failed 

to commit to the principle that the countryside should be protected for its own intrinsic 

character, beauty and heritage. 

The new Framework will make the countryside and local character much less safe from 

damaging and unnecessary development. 

CPRE fears pressure on the countryside from damaging development will grow due to: 

 loss of emphasis on brownfield regeneration - as a result of the removal of the 

national brownfield target and the failure to promote efficient use of land  

 over-allocation of land for new housing - the draft Framework requires local councils 

to allocate at least 20% additional sites for housing over and above the existing five 

year supply  

 weakening of the ‘town centre first’ policy by removing office development from the 

sequential test 

 weakening of controls over outdoor advertisements, including no mention of 

billboards being inappropriate in the countryside  

 changes to Green Belt policy which would allow local communities to support 

building which would previously have been restricted 

What CPRE want to see the National Planning Policy Framework: 
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 recognising the intrinsic value of the ordinary, unprotected countryside which covers 

around half of England, and set out stronger policies to protect the Green Belt and 

specially designated areas; 

 reinforcing the plan-led system and define sustainable development so that 

environmental limits are respected, rather than giving primacy to economic 

development; 

 retaining the ‘brownfield first’ policy so that land is used efficiently by ensuring 

previously developed land is used to meet development needs before greenfield 

sites; and 

 enabling local authorities to refuse planning permission for development that is 

unsustainable on transport grounds and to seek improvement of sustainable travel 

choices. 

Go to the CPRE site http://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/housing-and-

planning/planning/update/item/2522-radical-planning-shake-up-threatens-green-fields 

to see the following 

 What CPRE wants to see from the National Planning Policy Framework (97K PDF) 

 National Planning Policy Framework - A response by CPRE to the Communities and 

Local Government Ministerial invitation for suggestions (402K PDF) 

 National Planning Policy Framework, proposed PAG draft - CPRE comments (323K 

PDF) 

 

http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/download/1390
http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/download/1348
http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/download/1348
http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/download/1347

