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17 May 2015 
 
The Councillors, 
Hadleigh Town Council 
The Guildhall, 
Hadleigh,  
Suffolk IP7 5DN  
 
Dear Councillors, 
 
It has been the custom for the past few years for your District and County Councillors to 
provide written reports on the issues affecting our town and their activities on behalf of 
constituents. In anticipation of your wishes in the regard I am pleased to report as 
follows:  
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to all elected Town Councillors. I’m pleased to see both old and new 
faces and I look forward to an invigorated Town Council. A special welcome to Angela 
Wiltshire on getting to elected office after many valiant attempts in different forums. A 
hearty congratulation to Tony Boxford whom I have known for a number of years and 
whose general life talents I thought were underused. Similarly another first time success 
goes to Michael Fraser, the first Conservative on the Town Council for quite some time. I 
wish you all every success in what I anticipate will be exciting times. 
 
Congratulations also to our four District Councillors – three of whom are elected for the 
first time to Babergh. None of them are short of talent and experience and I have no 
doubts that all four Councillors will be a credit to our town and will serve the interests of 
our community. Who would have thought that from April 2007 to May 2015, the 
Conservatives would come from nowhere to a clean sweep of all five senior elected 
offices at District and County level? 
 
Appreciation 
I would also like to record my appreciation for the past services of Brian Lazenby and 
David Grutchfield. Although we espouse different political viewpoints we have 
nevertheless been able to work together across our political boundaries – even though 
this has not precluded us from taking matters to the various Standards Committees as 
appropriate. 
 
Locality Budget 
As you may be aware, as County Councillor I have control of a Locality Budget which for 
the current year I have disbursed as follows: 
 
Suffolk Ornithologists Group £250 Purchase of swift boxes to be erected in and 

around Hadleigh. 
Hadleigh & District Angling £440 Contribution to coaching courses to promote 
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Society the junior section of the society. 
Hadleigh Library £750 Contribution to a new sofa. 
HCPS Home School 
Association 

£900 Contribution to refitting the nursery kitchen. 

Friends of Beaumont School £1,000 Contribution to outdoor construction toys. 
Hadleigh Cycling Club £1,000 Contribution to Hadleigh Cycling Festival. 
Hadleigh Dementia Action 
Alliance 

£1,000 Contribution to promotion costs etc. 

The Bridge School £1,200 Contribution to playground equipment. 
Hadleigh Town Council £1,250 Contribution to playground equipment at 

Corks Lane. 
Hadleigh Year of the Sheep 
Trust 

£1,500 Contribution to promotion costs etc. 

Hadleigh Cricket Club £2,000 Contribution to improvements to Club 
facilities. 

Surviving Winter in Hadleigh £2,000 Contribution to initial expenses and ongoing 
support. 

Total £13,290*  
* Includes funds carried forward from last year 
 
Additionally 
The Hadleigh Skate Park  £1,000 Allocated in previous years the monies are  

being drawn down as the project moves off 
the drawing board later this year. 

Hadleigh Dolphins Swimming 
Club 

£1,140 Contribution to training qualification 
courses – carried over from previous year 
and being drawn down this month. 

 
I have tried to provide a spread throughout different areas of need within Hadleigh and 
particularly I have looked to provide funding for activities which boost our social 
infrastructure and so make us a more attractive town. 
 
Hanging Flower Baskets of Hadleigh 
Which brings me to the Hanging Flower Baskets of Hadleigh. I had previously 
committed £1,000 for this year’s Hanging Flower Baskets but due to insufficient overall 
funding the project will not take place this year.  
I notice that the Town Council contributes only £150 to this initiative. The Town 
Council’s total budget is around £300,000 a year and it does not reflect well on the 
Town that a) the Basket display is cancelled due to a lack of funding and b) the Town 
Council’s contribution is virtually nominal. 
I always appreciated the Hanging Baskets and have made personal contributions to its 
success in previous years. The Baskets cheered up the High Street and made life a little 
more pleasant for every High Street user. 
 
County Matters 
It is no secret that I am no longer a member of the Conservative Group at County. 
My membership of the group gave me opportunities and problems. The drawback to 
being a member of a Group like this at County is that I am obliged to vote with the party 
– especially with such a small majority. So for example I could not vote for the proposal 
that contractors to the Council should be obliged to pay a living wage (at a minimum) to 
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their employees. (Personally I objected to the proposals including a register of employers 
and the bureaucracy that it would entail – when an anonymous whistle blower could 
have given the Council the excuse to audit the contractor’s payroll). 
Privately I could lobby frantically against the closure of children’s services based at the 
Corn Exchange – but I could not speak out publicly against the proposals. I did send the 
Portfolio Holder a seven page letter outlining why I thought his suggestions indicated a 
complete lack of forethought – although I was more diplomatic than that! And insofar as 
the Children’s Services have not moved to East Bergholt, I count my lobbying as being 
successful. 
 
My web page endorsements includes one from John Hinton District Councillor for 
Dodnash and one time leader of the Conservative Group at Babergh which  sums up the 
way I regard my office: 
 

“Brian's only fault is his obsession with working for Hadleigh, sometimes 
forgetting the rest of the District. As far Hadleigh residents are concerned he is a 
considerable asset.” (JH, Conservative Political Leader at Babergh 2008-9). 
 

So, on the whole I’m happy to be an independent. 
 
The Conservative Group Leader and Leader of the Council (Mark Bee) has relinquished 
his offices and Colin Noble has been elected in his place. I expect substantial changes to 
be made to the Cabinet and at time of writing I expectantly await details. 
 
Devolution 
Like other rural counties we suffer from very unfair government funding in comparison 
to urban authorities . It is also the case that the ‘one size fits all’ policies evolved by the 
London elite often sit uncomfortably in an essentially rural county. 
Suffolk however is not sitting still!  On Tuesday (18th) the Cabinet will be discussing the 
first steps towards making our own proposal for local devolution.  This will mean 
working together with our public sector partners to come up with something that is 
sufficiently attractive to central government to encourage them to devolve tax raising 
and increased flexibility to the county.  
Local Government finance is currently unfit for purpose.  This was recognised recently in 
a major report from the Local Government Association and CIPFA (organisation for 
Local Government Finance Officers).  Something has to change, otherwise services that 
we all take for granted will suffer irrevocably as the currently unfair situation 
continues.  Working towards a devolved solution that will enable us to tailor local 
government specifically for Suffolk’s unique issues and problems, and have more control 
over local taxation, must be the right way forward. 
Unfortunately a devolved solution is likely to take a little while to develop, and in the 
meantime efficiencies must still be made and better value for our monies obtained. 
 
Education 
You may be aware that in January 2015 Ofsted inspected Suffolk’s  arrangements for 
School Improvement. Ofsted has now written setting out its findings and a copy of their 
letter can be found on  Ofsted’s website www.ofsted.gov.uk 
Overall, the inspection shows we are making progress in the right direction, and have 
been doing the right things to make an impact, but that there are areas that need further 
work particularly in the pace of improvement needed. 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Hadleigh Matters 
I am investigating how we can have speed restrictions on the Pond Hall Road to the 
east of Hook Lane. This stretch is  becoming more dangerous with increased usage. 
Following my informal consultation last year on Benton Street options, Suffolk County 
Council have commissioned the detailed design work and consultation necessary to 
implement the experimental build out and associated parking restrictions.  
The use of the experimental order allows flexibility to modify both the build out and the 
parking restriction over a maximum period of 18 months to ensure we achieve the best 
practical result. It also allows objections (or support) to be made during this period. At 
the end of the 18 months the measures would either be made permanent or 
removed. The Town Council and Police will be consulted during this process. 
Angel Street at its junction with the High Street will be closed at the end of June for a 
few days to facilitate the water relay service. 
 
Tim Passmore the Police and Crime Commissioner will be hosting a public meeting 
at the Hadleigh Town Hall Complex on Wednesday 10 June 2015 at 6.30pm.  The event 
will include a combination of presentations and time to put questions to Tim and also to 
the Chief Constable, Douglas Paxton. 
  
Future Relationships 
For the first time in years, the Town Council Councillors have no shared representation 
on the District or at County. One of my golden rules is that after an election I draw the 
line and begin relationships anew. I am the County Councillor for the whole of Hadleigh 
and I am at the Town Council’s disposal so that we work together to improve the town 
and the  lives of its residents. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

Brian Riley 
County Councillor  
 


